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Obamacare interest remains 


With less time to enroll, 
final totals may be down 


Maureen Groppe 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


WASHINGTON - Obamacare may be 
proving resilient in Indiana. 

Despite the shorter enrollment peri- 
od, cutback in federal funding for out- 


reach, rising premiums, fewer insur- 
ance providers and continued uncer- 
tainty about the future of the law, Hoo- 
siers are still signing up for 2018 
coverage through the federal health ex- 
change. 

In advance of Friday’s enrollment 
deadline, the insurers, hospitals and 
community groups helping Hoosiers 
enroll say interest is healthy. 

“We’re doing better than last year,” 
said Todd Harper, spokesman for Eske- 


nazi Health in Indianapolis, which 
serves mostly poor and underinsured 
patients. 

It’s too soon to tell, however, where 
Indiana’s enrollment numbers will end 
up. 

At the beginning of the month, more 
than 58,000 Hoosiers who do not re- 
ceive health insurance through an em- 
ployer or government program used the 


See HEALTH, Page 6A 


Eskenazi Health has increased its 
Obamacare outreach efforts. 
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JONES PULLS OFF 
STUNNING UPSET 
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Democrat Doug Jones scored a shocking upset in the Alabama Senate race 
Tuesday, capturing a Senate seat for Democrats in one of the reddest states in 


the nation. Jones’ margin of victory was razor-thin with only a few thousand 


edges 
conservative 
Moore in 
bitter fight for 
Senate seat 


votes in the low-turnout special election. Jones’ victory is a huge blow to the 
Republican Party and President Trump, who had weighed in heavily in favor of 
firebrand Republican candidate Roy Moore, despite allegations that he 
sexually assaulted or pursued relationships with teenage girls when he was in 
his 30s. 


JOHN BAZEMORE/AP 


George returns for ‘must-see’ reunion with Pacers 


Paul George makes his first appear- 
ance tonight at Bankers Life since he 
forced the Pacers to trade him in July 
after seven years in Indiana. His trade 
to Oklahoma City was widely seen as a 
fleecing of the Pacers. But wait: The 


came from the Thunder in the ex- 
change, is playing better than George. 
“It’s a must-see,” George told the Wash- 
ington Post. See for yourself at 7 p.m. 
tonight at Bankers Life or on ESPN or 
FSIN. And check out IndyStar.com for 


Sports 


X Columnist Gregg 
Doyel says fans should 
thank Paul George. 1C 
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Ind. sex 
offender 
law faces 
challenge 


ACLU: Measure tougher 
on those new to state 


Holly V. Hays 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Three men have filed a lawsuit 
against the Indiana Department of 
Correction, claiming Indiana’s re- 
quirement that they register as sex of- 
fenders violates their constitutional 
rights. 

Patrick Rice, Adam Bash and Scott 
Rush argue in the Dec. 6 filing that 
since their convictions occurred out of 
state before the enactment of the Indi- 
ana Sex Offender Registration Act, 
their registration requirement upon 
moving to the state violates their 
rights to equal protection and due 
process. 

They say that because they were 
forced to register upon moving to Indi- 
ana, they are being treated differently 
than other Indiana residents in similar 
situations. 

“This case concerns a narrow con- 
stitutional question — whether Indi- 
ana can require new residents to regis- 
ter as sex offenders when it does not 
impose the same requirements on 
longtime Indiana residents who have 
never left the state,” Gavin Rose, sen- 
ior staff attorney with the ACLU of In- 
diana, said in an email to IndyStar. 

The ACLU is representing the three 
men in the suit. 

A spokesman for the Department of 
Correction directed questions to the 
attorney general’s office. A spokesman 
for the attorney general said his office 
was reviewing the matter but did not 
comment further. 

Zachary’s Law, passed in Indiana in 
1994 and named in honor of Zachary 
Snider, a 10-year-old Cloverdale boy 
who was murdered in 1993 by a con- 
victed child molester who lived near- 
by, established a registry to provide 
details to the general public about con- 
victed sex offenders who live in Indi- 
ana. Subsequent amendments to the 
law have added additional registration 
requirements. 

Rice was convicted in Illinois in1989 
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Mass Ave.’s Old Point Tavern plans 
to close on Jan. 4. 3A 
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